ROBESPIERRE
and soaked the earth with blood, he emptied the prisons,
which in Franche-Comte had been filled by his pre-
decessor Bernard, and in the Alpes-Maritimes, by
Barras and Freron. If he erred at all, it was on the side
of mercy. The decrees issued by him and Ricord in the
Alpes-Maritimes were just, timely and effective. At the
siege of Toulon he showed personal courage and
qualities of real leadership. Together with his colleague
Salicetti he led an attack upon the fortifications.
Little is known of his appearance and personal char-
acteristics. Portraits existing of him differ widely. He is
said to have been tall and comely. He was four years
younger than his brother and took life far less seriously.
Augustin and Maximilien got along exceedingly
well, and on public matters were in complete agree-
ment. In a letter to Buissart—who had been a friend
of their father before he became their confidant and
adviser—Augustin alludes to a wrong Maximilien had
done him, and for which he had made reparation. But
this is the only record of any misunderstanding be-
tween them.
While in the Alpes-Maritimes, Augustin struck up
an intimate friendship with Napoleon Bonaparte,
whom he heartily recommends in a letter to his brother.
Napoleon was a Jacobin and had at one time been
president of a Jacobin Club. The Duke de Raguse re-
lates in his memoirs that Napoleon said to him: "If
Robespierre had remained in power, he would have
established order and the reign of law without any great
social disturbance".
Charlotte claims that Napoleon was so incensed at
the death of the Robespierre brothers that he proposed
to the commissioners then with his army to march upon
the Convention. Her statement is given verisimilitude
by the fact that the Thermidorians felt sufficiently un-

